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Views of Muslim women emerge

Survey focuses on slamic world, is part of broader study

By EBA HAMID, Scripps Howard Foandation Wire
June 11, X006

VWASHINGTOMN - Ask Muslims in the Islamic werld what they admire mest about the West, and two of
the top answers are Westamn political freedom and gender equality.

Ask Americans what they respect about the Muslin warld, and their tap amswers - "nething™ and "l
dan't knaw™ - are mare surprising,

The responsas were part of a survey of Islamic societies releasad this week by Gallup, The resulks
from “What Wormen Want Listening fo the Yoices of Muslim Waomen™ mastly focused an women in
aight pradominantly Muslim countries: Egypt, Iran, Jordan, Lebanon, Morgcce, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and Turkesy.

From August to Octabar 2006, the Gallup Organizetion canductad at leest 1,000 faca-to-face
interviews with Muslirn womean in each country.

Scked what they resented mest about Wesiern society, many Muslim women's responses cenfered
araund "moral decay,” said Dalia Mogahed, execulive director of Muslim studies at Gallup,

Heolhrwood movies have led Kuslims to see the United States as a center of promiscuity, pomaography
and public indecancy, the survay found.

One Z2-year-ald Maraccan waman said she resentad “the disrespect of wornen by men” in the West,
Mogahed said,

To improve American-lslamic relations, survey participants said a greater respect of Islam by nan-
Muslirms in the West is neaded. Participants also said Westerners should stog degrading the lslamic
faith and Western society should stop seeing Muslims as inferior

Mogahed said many Muslims felt that their farth wasn't respected or was "under attack "

The Armefican respanses were gathered as par of a broader study of 100 countries the Gallup Warld
Fall B canducting Among the many questions fram 18-minute phone interaews wth 1,000 sdultz
were thoge about respandents’ wiews of the Mushm woarld, <sd Eric Mielsen, 8 spokesman Tor Gallup,

The survay in Muslim countries also asked what societal rights BMuslim women desaree,

Mopahed said the women in virfusly sl the countries ssid they should have the right to vote, drive,
work outside the hame and to lead and sarve in govemnment. "There s & conadousness of desarved
rights,” sha said.

The resulls showed that very lew participants associated gender equality with Muslim sociebes, but
Mogahed said Mugim wormen were hopeful that societal changes would come,

"Optimisrn armong Muslim women was highar than man,” she said. "Things are getting better. The
futura is brightar”

O all the survey resulis, Lynn Olson said heanng about Amencans’ leck of knowledge about the



Muslirm world stood out maost. Olson is director of organizational developreent for Sisters Cites
Intermational, which works to build relationships amang caunbnes

“In Western cullure, we think that right and normal is us,” Olsan said "We have no perception of other
cultures that have diferent views of the world *

Olson, wha has traveled to lran, Afghanistan and Pakistan in herwork, said Americans nesd mone
education about other cultures.

The resulls were the first phase af the study, Gallup expects to finish the final phases in late 2008 and
to release more data in the Tall. The Gallup Organization |s aiming 1o interdew Muslims in 39 countries
wilh large nurmibers of Muslim people,
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